
LAS FALLAS FESTIVAL

By Katie O’Brien & Lucia Brown



 Las Fallas is a festival which is 
celebrated in Valencia, Spain 
each year from 15th to the 19th of 
March.

 It is held in commemoration of 
St. Joseph (San Jose) who’s feast 
day is 19th March.

 Large brightly-coloured and 
enormous-sized ninots
(Valencian for dolls or puppets) 
are paraded through Valencia.

 The Festival lasts 5 days and 
finishes with the burning of 
these impressive structures.

 Almost everyone from Valencia 
go to Las Fallas along with 
many tourists.



It is unknown exactly how Las Fallas came 
about but the legend has it that it was to 
commemorate St. Joseph (San Jose) the 
Patron Saint of carpenters. His feast day is 
the 19

th
of March.

Long ago the carpenters of Valencia hung up 
planks of wood called ‘parots’ during winter 
to support their candles to help them in their 
workshops. These parots were burned at the 
end of winter to mark the beginning of 
spring. Soon they started to dress the parots
as local personalities. Over time they became 
the ninots that are used in the festival today.



 The term Falles refers to both the celebration 
and the monuments burnt during the 
celebrations. 

 Each neighbourhood of the city has an 
organised group of people, the casal faller, 
that works all year long holding fund-raising 
parties and dinners usually featuring the a 
local Spanish paella.  Each local casal faller
produces a parade puppet (Ninot) and stand 
or float known as a falla which is eventually 
burnt.  

 The casal faller prepare the ninots throughout 
the year. During the four days leading up to 
19 March, each group takes its ninot out for a 
grand parade, and then mounts it, each on 
its own elaborate firecracker filled cardboard 
and paper máché artistic monument (falla) 
in a street of the given neighbourhood. 

 This festival has created lots of new business 
in the area for all the puppet materials for 
the puppets, fireworks and festival food.  
Not to mention the additional tourists and 
visitors spending money each year.



La Desperta: At 8:00 am each day of the festival, brass bands march down 
every street playing lively music. Close behind them are the fallers throwing 
large firecrackers in the street as they go. 

La Mascletà: At 2pm each day a co-ordinated collection of firecracker and 

firework displays compete for the honour of providing the final display at the 

City Hall on 19th March.

La Planta: On the 15th the falles infantils are to be finished being constructed 

and later that night all of the falles majors (big Falles) are to be completed. If 

not, they face disqualification.

L'Ofrena de flors: On 17th & 18th March. The flower offering of each of the 

casals fallers takes an offering of flowers to the Virgin Mary Our Lady of the 

Forsaken. A statue of the Virgin Mary and its large pedestal are then covered 

with all the flowers.



Els Castells and La Nit del Foc: On the nights of the 15th – 18th there are 
firework displays in the old riverbed in València. Each night is 
progressively grander and the last is called La Nit del Foc (the Night of Fire).
On the final night of Las Falles, around midnight on March 19th the falles
are burnt at huge bonfires. This is known as La Cremà (the Burning), the 
climax of the whole  event,  and the reason why the constructions are called 
falles ("torches"). Traditionally, the falla in the Plaça de l'Ajuntament (the city hall) 

is burned last.



 La Crema: Each falla is laden with 
fireworks which are lit first. The 
construction itself is lit either after or 
during the explosion of these fireworks. 
Falles burn quite quickly, and the heat 
given off is felt by all around. 

 The whole city resembles an open-air 
dance party, except that instead of music 
there is the incessant (and occasionally 
deafening) sound of people throwing 
fireworks around randomly. 

 There are many stalls selling trinkets and 
snacks such as the typical fried porres, 
churros and bunyols, as well as roasted 
chestnuts.
While the smaller fallas dotted around the 
streets are burned at approximately the 
same time, the last falla to be burned is the 
main one, which is saved until last so that 
everybody can watch it. This main falla is 
found outside the City Hall. People arrive a 
few hours before the scheduled burning 
time to get a front row view.



The five days and nights of Falles might be described as a continuous 
street party. 
There are a multitude of processions: historical, religious, and 
comedy. 
Crowds in the restaurants spill out into the streets. Explosions can be 
heard all day long and through the night. 
Everyone from small children to elderly people can be seen throwing 
fireworks and noisemakers in the streets. 
The timing of the events is fixed, and they fall on the same date every 
year.

LAS FALLAS 2018!

SEE YOU THERE!




