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Irish
In the course of their Irish language studies
students engage with various language skills
including writing, listening, and speaking, as
well as aspects of Irish Culture. The First
Year course introduces students to Irish as a
natural spoken language which builds
on the foundation of their Primary
School Irish.
Irish is promoted in the classroom as
the target language which encourages
students to use the language in an
authentic manner.

Project Maths
The general purpose of the Maths syllabus is
that the pupil should:
( i) acquire skill in computing, with
understanding, accuracy and efficiency.
( ii) acquire an understanding of Mathematical
facts and concepts
(iii) develop their problem solving skills
(iv) develop their ability to handle abstractions
and generalisations, and to recognise and present logical arguments
( v) develop confidence and competence in using the mathematical knowledge and skills required for everyday life work and leisure
All students in Loreto College follow a
common course in 1st
Year and levels are
then decided on in
Second Year.
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English:-

The aim of the 1st Year course is to reinforce
and develop the work of the primary school.
Students will be empowered to build on key
skills in the following areas in line with the new
English Junior Cycle subject specification. The
pupil's knowledge will be developed in, for
example, the following areas:* WRITING Using a variety of forms e.g.
essay, letter, story, journal, radio
programme, drama and poem.
* READING AND UNDERSTANDING: A
wide variety of texts e.g. literature,
newspapers, reports, application forms.
* SPEAKING to develop confidence and skill
in communication eg. debating, public
speaking.
* LISTENING as an aid to concentration and
to encourage attentiveness to the views of
others.

Technical Graphics
Drawing using geometric instruments and communicating graphically.
Designs incorporating basic shapes (triangles, circles) to architectural drawing
(plans, elevations) and three-dimensional presentation drawings.
Familiarising students with design process from rough sketch to completed
model.
Introduction to computer graphics and design.
(CAD and solid works)
We are trying to encourage students to consider
careers in all areas of design including product
design, interior design and architecture as well as
in traditionally non-female areas such as
engineering.

Computers

Visual Art
The new Visual Art syllabus for the Junior
Cert is project-based allowing students to
work on themes they are interested in. The
course involves many aspects of Art e.g.
observa onal drawing from primary sources,
design, pain ng, 3D work and cra$work
along with an introduc on to the work of
famous ar sts. Students will develop their
crea ve talents along with a wide variety of
other skills such as cri cal thinking, decision
making, collabora on and communica on,
skills which they can apply to whatever
future career
path they
choose.
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Students will do a computer module in
first and second year. They will get
hands on experience using some of the
following computer applications—
word processing, desktop publishing,
correct use of the internet, powerpoint,
web editing, video editing etc. The
content and timing of the programme
may vary at the discretion of the teacher in an effort to keep abreast with
emerging technologies.

Geography
Geography is the study of the Earth’s landscapes, people, places and environments.
The study of geography empowers the person to explore and understand the world
around them. Students develop the skills to read their environment and discuss world
events in a knowledgeable manner. Students are growing up in a globalised, dynamic
world and geography provides a medium to explore current events in our world. The
skills developed through the subject are transferrable
and will beneﬁt students in study and life.
Students study three interconnected strands:
•
Exploring the physical world
•
How we interact with the physical world
•
Exploring people, place and change

The aim of the History course is to
introduce pupils to the work of historians and to the source materials and the methods
which the historian uses to find out about the past. It seeks to provide young people with
an awareness and appreciation of the forces and events which have shaped the world in
which they live.
There will be less emphasis on the traditional acquisition of historical data such as dates,
battles Kings and Queens and more on how to explore the past and examine how people
lived.
Section One which will be studied in 1st Year will have the following components:
(1) Introduction to the job of the Historian
(2) Tracing our roots in Ancient Civilisation
(3) Studying medieval society through Castle, Church and City
(4) Studying the Renaissance.

Music
Aim: to enable students to acquire and develop their musical knowledge skills and cultural
awareness through the practical and cognitive engagement with music.
Content: This can be achieved through the three interconnected strands:
•
Procedural knowledge, Innovate and ideate and Culture and context.
Students will develop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to produce and
engage with authentic and original music, that is both their music and the music of others.
In doing so, they will develop the music literacy, critical skills and language necessary to
engage with today’s musical world.
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Science
The Syllabus is presented in five main strands: Nature of Science;
Biological World; Chemical World; Physical World and Earth and
Space.
There is a very strong focus on scientific inquiry, and the development
of skills related to technical, ethical and environmental issues. Subject
knowledge will remain a cornerstone of Junior Cycle Science.
This course will be assessed as follows:
•
•

One examination paper at a common level, set by the State
Examination Commission at the end of 3rd Year.
Two classroom based assessments, one in second year and one
in Third Year.

All information regarding the new Junior Cycle Science course is available on www.ncca.ie

The Business Studies course covers the following areas:
1.

Personal Finance in Action
- Topics include Consumer Rights, Money & Banking, Budgeting

2.

Enterprise in Action
- Topics Include Marketing, Business Planning, Entreprenurship, Bookkeeping

3.

Economy in Action
- Topics include Government Budgets, International Trade and Globalisation,
Economics Indicators

Business Studies encourages students to develop an appreciation of how their lives
ae shaped by economic and social factors. They are enabled to make informed
decisions, to better manage their personal financial resources and to be adaptable,
creative and enterprising. Business Studies also improves their knowledge and
understanding of good business practice and of business as a productive activity.
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Spanish
Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in terms of native speakers in the world. It is also the second most common language in the USA and
the third most commonly used language on the internet.
A lot of emphasis is placed on encouraging students to speak the target
language in the classroom, therefore enabling them to deal with everyday situations such as ordering food, understanding and giving directions, going to the
doctor/pharmacy, describing their family and friends etc. Spain is one of the
most popular holiday destinations for Irish people and students who study
Spanish can expect to be able to communicate on a basic level with native
speakers after only 2/3 years of learning this language.
Learning Spanish is fun and students will get to play games in Spanish online,
watch films in Spanish, learn about Spanish culture and taste traditional Spanish food. Most importantly students will be able to communicate with the 400
million speakers of Spanish around the world.

French
The French Department uses the communicative approach to language
teaching with emphasis on oral and aural work rather than solely on the
written element of the foreign language. At the end of the 1st year,
students should be capable of holding simple conversations on topics
such as themselves, their homes, pets, as well as understanding directions and menus etc; an interest in all areas of the culture and civilisation
of the foreign county is actively encouraged through videos and project
work.
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Syllabus Structure: - New
Syllabus Introduced 2018
The syllabus structure
consists of two sections:
1) A common course of five areas of study
2) One optional study, from a choice of three (cross Stitch)
The five areas of study in the common course are listed
below together with the recommended proportion of time to
be allocated:
Area
Time
(1) Food Studies and Culinary Skills
40%
(2) Consumer Studies
15%
(3) Social and Health Matters
10%
(4) Resource Management and Home Studies 10%
(5) Textile Studies
10%
Homework Expectations:
*Students are expected to be organised for their practical cookery and sewing classes i.e. have
the necessary requisites, as directed by the class teacher
*Students should present written work in a designated Home Economics copy to the best of
their ability.
*Students must meet all deadlines for sewing and cookery tasks, project and written work, as
directed by the teacher
*Students are encouraged to practice their culinary skills at home
It would be appreciated if parents would oversee all of the above points.
One optional study will be chosen from the following three . Childcare
Textile Skills
. Design and Craftwork
A Culinary practical exam takes place as part of the Home Ec. Junior Cert Exam

Religious Education
The aim of the course is to provide students with a framework for encountering and
engaging with the variety of religious traditions in Ireland and elsewhere.
The syllabus for the Junior Cycle, in common with the range of subjects offered at this
level, invites the students to reflect on their own experiences. The students’ own
experience of religion and their commitment to a particular religious tradition, and/or
to a continuing search for meaning, will therefore be encouraged and supported.
Junior Cycle R.E. seeks to promote an understanding and appreciation of why people
believe, as well as tolerance and respect for the values and beliefs of
all. The syllabus is built around a framework of knowledge,
understanding and attitudes. As part of the programme of preparation
for the responsibilities of citizenship, the course makes particular
reference to the Christian tradition, acknowledging the unique role of
this tradition and its denominational expressions in Irish life.
In addition, R.E. in Loreto College, Swords involves the support and
example of Christian witness, a lived experience of the Church in
action within the home and local parish.
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WELLBEING
Students will undertake learning in a new area en)tled Wellbeing throughout the three years
of Junior Cycle. It will also build on the learning experiences rela)ng to wellbeing that students
had in Primary School. Wellbeing will provide learning opportuni)es to enable students to
build life-skills and to develop a strong sense of connectedness to the school and to their community. This area of learning will incorporate learning tradi)onally included in PE, SPHE and
CSPE as well as other areas.

Physical Education
The aim of the physical education course is to promote positive attitudes towards participation in physical activity and to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and competencies necessary for that participation. It also aims to provide the opportunity for students to
develop personally, socially, aesthetically and physically through participation in physical
activities in a safe, challenging and enjoyable environment.
The course in 1st year will cover four modules at Level One
1. Athletics
2. Gymnastics
3. Field Games
4. Invasion Games

Drama
Students take a short course in Drama to
enhance their personal and social development by
emphasising creativity, teamwork and communicative
skills through activities.
Creative drama activities range from mime, sound and
movement workshops to Improvisational drama. It
also includes an introduction to script-work and stagecraft.

Civic, Social & Political
Education
Civic, Social and Political Education is a
relatively new course for Junior Cert
students. It covers rights and
responsibilities of citizenship, social and
political awareness through an active
learning programme.

Social Personal Health Education—SPHE
Each of the following ten modules will be covered in first year and developed further in both
second and third year.
Belonging and Integrating
Choir
Self-management: a Sense of Purpose
All First Year
Communication Skills
Students take
Physical Health
part in an eight
Friendship
Relationship and Sexuality
week block of
Emotional Health
Choir.
Influences and Decisions
Substance Use
Personal Safety
Through these modules the course enables the students to become aware of their own identity and
to build self esteem. Co-operation and respect for each individual are key elements in this course.
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Uniform:Suppliers...Pat O’Farrell, Schoolswear, Town Centre
Strand Road, Portmarnock Ph. 8463512 Also in
Unit 2, N1 Business Park, Swords Ph. 8139714/ 8139715
Tartan Skirt
2 White Blouses (white shirt can be purchased elsewhere)
College Green round-neck Jumper with school Crest
Navy or Black shoes with low heels. - NO BOOTS or RUNNERS or
CANVAS SHOES
School Jacket
Green knee socks/Green Tights
P.E. SPORTS UNIFORM:
(Available from Pat O’Farrell’s Schoolswear)
College Tracksuit
College Tee Shirt with Crest

Grant Scheme for School Books
- subject to Department of Education & Skills continuation of scheme
Eligibility:For the purposes of the scheme, a grant will be given to a family where there is genuine
hardship due to:#
unemployment
#
prolonged illness of a parent
#
inadequate means to support a large family
#
being a single parent family
#
other circumstances which would indicate a
similar degree of financial hardship
Such families may be divided into three categories as follows:(a) families which are dependent mainly on social welfare payments;
(b) families on low income employment. Such families are likely to be in receipt of
Family Income supplement, which is a weekly cash payment by the Dept. of Social
Welfare to help families at work on low pay, and/or be beneficiaries under the Back-toSchool Clothing and Footwear Scheme.
c) families which are experiencing severe financial hardship because of particular
circumstances in the home (such as serious illness or alcoholism). It is envisaged that only
a small proportion of those considered eligible will come within this category.
Parents who consider themselves eligible for this grant should write to the Principal
outlining their particular circumstances. Receipts for books purchased should be
submitted accordingly.

General Assessment Test
A general assessment test will be given on Saturday 3 February 2018 from 9.00 to 12.00 o’clock
There is no need for anxiety about the assessment in queson. The student is required to bring a pencil and
an eraser only. Everything else will be supplied. Students should arrive at the school not later than 8.50 a.m.
It is not necessary for parents to a#end on the morning of the assessment. If, for any reason, your daughter
cannot a#end, please let the school secretary know at your earliest convenience—however it is expected that
students make every eﬀort to be there on the day.
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