
“We would like to share with the big 

Mary Ward family what has been 

our participation in Magis and the 

World Youth Day 2011 in Madrid.  

There have been intense days, full 

of joy and sharing between our 

girls and boys in the schools of 

Spain, Ireland and England.  

 

The sisters of the Institute want to 

thanks to the teachers, families and 

Past Pupils Association that have 

collaborated with us accompanying 

the girls and boys in this experience 

of celebrating our faith in Jesus 

Christ”.  

 

Josefina de Miguel, IBVM 
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Special World Youth Day  

CONECTA  

A group of girls arriving at our spirituality house in Cercedilla, north Madrid.  



This summer has been very busy for 

those girls and boys from our 

schools in Spain, Ireland and Eng-

land. The celebration of the World 

Youth Day in Madrid has allowed us 

to enjoy a wonderful days of celebra-

tion and joy that we‟d like to share 

with you in these pages.  

 

It was on the 17th august when our 

school „El Soto‟ started to be full of 

life and color. It was the presence of 

our friends from Spain, Ireland and 

England arriving to the school.  

 

But we know this World Youth Day  

didn‟t start here. Not at all.  It has 

been a work of months trying to pull 

things together, working day and 

night in order to have everything 

ready. You can imagine how difficult 

it is to coordinate 300 persons with 

their own culture, habits and differ-

ent ages. So we want to thank to all 

those that have been working to 

make this possible.  

 

Especially to Josefina, person in 

charge during these days, and the 

teachers and monitors that have pre-

pared the workshops and have taken 

care of the students, like María Tere-

sa Vorcy, Marta Montero, Miroslava 

Santillán, Beatriz López Quesada, 

Marcos Aguilar, Kathleen Mac Len-

nan, Isabel  Barzdevics, Sauna Skel-

ton, Anna Molones, Paco Pérez, Ser-

gio Blanco, Virginia Boloños, Miriam 

Muñiz, Luis Alberto Rodríguez de 

Riviera, Helena Dorado, Phill Mur-
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THANKS FOR YOUR WORK! 
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phy, Julian González, Pablo Robles, 

Malu Buendía, Clara Dorado, Teresa 

Geaney, María Lasa, Luciano Salda-

ño, Mº Carmen Cabello, Javier 

Sánchez, Alberto Alonso, Álvaro Del-

gado, Guillermo y Alicia Dominguez, 

Marta Pérez, Iñaki Ibarrondo, José 

Alberto de la Torre, Marta Moreno, 

Julia Gutiérrez, Monte Algarrada, 

Gema Cecilia y Carmen Hormaechea.  

 

And, of course, we want to thank to 

all the IBVM sisters that these days 

have accompanied us. 

 

 

To all of you, and hoping not to 

forget anyone,  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

End of the „videoclip‟ that we recorded in El Soto and in which we represented the moment Mary Ward  

discovered her vocation and decided to create a new Institute.  
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WORKSHOPS FOR A BETTER SOCIETY  

 

We had a wonderful workshop about gender in which we tried to make girls and boys conscious and critics about what they see on 

TV, taking into consideration the roles and the ways in which women and men are represented.  

We had this original game: “The puzzle of the world”, in which girls and boys could see how unfair the world is and the big differences 

between rich and poor countries. After the game, we talked about this situation and what can we do in order to improve the world.   
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LITURGY OF THE WORD: WELCOME TO THE WYD  

On Friday morning, Josefina de Miguel, IBVM –in Span-

ish– and Kathleen Mac Lennan, IBVM, –in English– wel-

comed us to this encounter to celebrate our Faith in Jesus 

in a festive environment, trying to live our life doing the 

good, as Jesus did. 

“As Mary Ward did, we know that God has a mission for 

each of us and we must not be deaf nor blind to this call-

ing. That’s why we are here today, because we heard that 

calling and want to give testimony of our faith. We want 

to find God in everything and feel, like Mary Ward used 

to say: happiness is to love God, serve him and look for 

him. For this, we need light. Light enlightens us, shows us 

the way, remove the obstacles and, like a lighthouse, is a 

signal of good harbour. We need your light, Lord, in or-

der to find your blueprints and follow them. It’s for that 

that we are going to light our candles in this big candle, 

that symbolizes the light of Jesus de Nazareth and we will 

start our path in this moment, with the light of the candle 

as a symbol of the Spirit of Jesus”. 

These were the opening words for the Liturgy, at the same 

time that we were lightening our candles. After that, we 

went into the Church, singing a beautiful song.  We lis-

tened to the Evangely and we took some time to share and 

think on what has been important to us in the last days.  

In the centre of the room we spread some cloths and over 

them we put different objects: boots, pilgrim‟s shell, guitar, 

flower, book, torch, cross, Mary Ward‟s photo, poster of 

family and young people, card and marker. The partici-

pants were invited to express what it means for them to be 

“light and salt” in their ambience. 

Girls and boys from the IBVM schools carried their flags, before joining them together under the slogan “All together for the 

same cause; with the same faith and the same charisma” . 
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CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE 400 YEARS OF THE INSTITUTE 

On Saturday morning, we ended up the celebrations 

commemorating the 400 years of our Institute, four 

centuries working and fighting for women and looking 

for a better approach to God. 

We started remembering the celebrations we had in 

Barcelona, Ireland, Peru, England and, of course, in 

Rome. It was a time of deep emotion and memories 

about everything we have lived this year.  

We went on with the Liturgy, having into account the 

suffering reality of this days in our world, the nearest 

and the most far away reality, with our trust on God, a 

God that is concerned for the most vulnerable and poor 

persons, for those who are alone and sad, and we ad-

dressed our oration to God knowing that He is always 

hearing us. 

It was also a time to thanks. Each group brought its own 

Thanksgiving and we united the flags of the different 

schools.  

During the celebration, Mags, one of our sisters from Ire-

land, told us about her vocation, and  we were read a very 

emotive letter from Mary Ward in which she invited us to 

discover our own vocation, not to be ashamed of it and 

follow it like Mary Ward did, despite the difficulties.  

Isabel Gortázar, new Spanish Provincial, closed the act thanking all the participants for their attendance.  
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The images of Mary Ward and Virgin Mary accompanied us during the closing act of the 400 years of the Institute  

CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE 400 YEARS OF THE INSTITUTE 
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CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE 400 YEARS OF THE INSTITUTE 

 

 

We ended up the celebration singing and dancing all together.  



 WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE MORE PHOTOS, VIDEOS AND TEXT 

ABOUT THE IBVM EXPERIENCES THIS SUMMER ? 

 

In our Facebook we have created an album for each one: WYD in Madrid, Closing Act of the 400 Years, Loyola and 

Magis in Asilah.  

Look for us on Facebook: JPIC Irlandesas and Tuenti: JPIC Irlandesas IBVM  

Also we have a Youtube channel where you will find our best videos from these days: IBVM Spain.  

Or you can check the blog Irlandesas with the WYD if you want to read more about what we have lived: 

www.irlandesasconlajmj.blogspot.com (Choose “English”).  

Besides, if you want to be updated with what we are doing, pleas find us in Twitter: @JPIC_irlandesas 
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 MAGIS EXPERIENCE 2011 

This experience started in the awe-

some Loyola, place of birth of 

Saint Ignatius. It was on the 5th 

august when all the young people, 

coming from more than 30 coun-

tries, started arriving. Everything 

was ready for them: sleeping plac-

es, food, games, workshops and 

shows, as well as places for reflec-

tion and prayer.  

That afternoon, we had the 

presentation of the different coun-

tries Portugal offered us an im-

pressive theater; a play remember-

ing the most significant moment 

in St Ignatius life: the time of 

transformation that he lived when 

he was injured and in which he 

learnt to get closer to the Lord.  

On Saturday we celebrated the 

Eucharist, with the Father Gen-

eral, and the sending of the young 

to their experiences: more than 

100 going from culture and ecolo-

gy, to History and pilgrimage.  

In the night, despite the rain, we 

had our “Culture Festival” in 

which every country danced and 

singed traditional rhythms. So, 

Spain danced “sevillanas”; Ireland 

played the violin; Mexico showed 

us „mariachis‟; Brasil had its typi-

cal samba and Indonesia surprised 

us all with a spectacular choreog-

raphy.  

The IBVM, altogether with some other congregations of Ignatian Spirituality, has participated on the Mag-

is Experience that started the 5th of August in Loyola (Guipúzcoa) and took the boys and girls to more than 

100 experiences all around Spain, Portugal and North Africa.  

The Basílica of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, in Guipúzcoa, is situated in a wonderful envi-

ronment of high mountains and green valleys. 
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MAGIS EXPERIENCE 2011 

The Basilica of Saint Ignatius of Loyola is situated in 

Guipúzcoa, in a wonderful environment of high 

mountains and green valleys.  

Sunday morning, it was the General Father of the 

Society who officiated the Eucharist and the Sending 

Ceremony for the young people.  

The 3.000 girls and boys in Loyola were sent for a 

week of experiences in more than 100 places all 

around Spain, Portugal and North Morocco. An in-

tense week to share with the others. The final objec-

tive was to prepare them for the World Youth Day.  

It was an Eucharist with time to sing, dance, listen 

the word of the Lord and share. There, our beloved 

Maggie, Irish sister, received the Magis flag.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josefina and Maggs, at the end of the Eucharist, showing the flag and the small white ball, symbol of Magis. That night, 
Maggs started her trip with a group or Irish girls and boys heading to Asilah, altogether with French and Spanish students.  
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EXPERIENCIA EN ASILAH  

Learning Arabic  

 

Each morning, at first time, we had the opportunity 
to learn some Arabic, essential to talk, although 
basically, with people in the city, specially with 
women, because most of them don't speak French.  

Arabic is a very difficult language, but we had two 
wonderful teachers, friends of the Mission, which 
helped us to pronounce and learn the basics.  

 

Visiting Asilah 

 

Most of you already know Asilah: a very nice village 
next to the Atlantic Ocean. But this time it has been 
different because it was Ramadam. That means that 
for the day, most shops and cafeterias were closed 
and there weren‟t people on the streets.  

It was only in the afternoon that everybody went to 
the streets, selling their traditional Moroccan cakes, 
walking and celebrating their holy festivity.  

Helping to paint  

 

One of the objectives of this experience was to be 
aware of the difficult situation that many people face 
everyday. For this reason, the main activity was to 
help some families to paint their homes.  

This way, we could meet some women and men as 
well as children, singing, dancing and even painting 
our faces with them.  

It was a very amusing and useful activity.  
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EXPERIENCIA EN ASILAH  

Fast breaking  

Friday is the Holy day for Muslims and, as a signal 
of respect, we decided to celebrate our symbolic 
“Ramadam”. That day we had free time to think 
and reflect, and a special conference about what is 
it exactly the Ramadam.  

At 7.30 in the afternoon, we broke our fast –that 
day we didn‟t have lunch– with a typical dinner for 
these days: Harira (Moroccan soup), dates, bread, 
cakes, eggs, figs… A wonderful meal for celebrate 
the Fast Breaking.  

The night ended up dancing and singing typical 
songs from Ireland, France, Spain and Morocco.  

 

In the Church 

 

In many occasions we gathered in the Church, situ-
ated next to the Spanish Mission in Asilah. There, 
we shared our feelings, we prayed, singed and re-
flected. It was the place where some of us talked 
about their vocation, and we want to thanks Mags, 
Arancha, Mary Burkhart and Quique for sharing 
with us something so personal.  

It was also here that we enjoyed the mass of Father 
Enric, who is now celebrating 50 years as priest. 

Also, we celebrated a small party with the Spanish 
and Catholic community living in Asilah.  

TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE   

  

Did you take part  in Magis or the World Youth Day?Did you take part  in Magis or the World Youth Day?  

  

We are sure you have lived these days in a very special way. You enjoyed and met lots of people, you We are sure you have lived these days in a very special way. You enjoyed and met lots of people, you 
have had long non sleeping nights and very hot days, but we are sure it was worth it. So, why don’t have had long non sleeping nights and very hot days, but we are sure it was worth it. So, why don’t 
you share them with us? you share them with us?   

  

We’d love to know your experience. Those magic moments that we have missed in these pages. We’d love to know your experience. Those magic moments that we have missed in these pages.   

  

You can send us your texts (in English) and photos to: You can send us your texts (in English) and photos to: aurora@ibvm.es aurora@ibvm.es and they will published in and they will published in 
our next ‘Conecta’.  Thanks a lot!our next ‘Conecta’.  Thanks a lot!  


