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As part of Mary Ward Week each year first year students are
invited to submit a poem drawing on their experience of Loreto
values/ethos. This year there was a record response. The following students received strong recommendations for their work Kathryn Broni, Aoife Burke, Danielle Buggle, Rachel Cunningham,
Deirbhle Cribben, Deborah Ezemesu, Chloe Hughes, Sarah Morgan, Sadhbh Murphy and Victoria Ochala. The panel of teachers
who generously agreed to judge the entries were unanimous in
their choice of winner however. Odharnaith Tumbleton, they
felt, managed to capture the essence of what it is to be a Loreto
girl. Congratulations to all who participated.
Dressed in my skirt of Tartan green,
A uniform in which I am proud to be seen,
Along with many other teens,
I am a Loreto girl 2015.
It was from Mary Ward, so strong and true
That the vision for Loreto came in to view.
For justice equality and learning for all,
A call followed on by Sr. Theresa Ball.
For my Mam and all my aunties too,
That vision for Loreto, it held true.
In a just and fair school every day,
We learn, have fun, pray and play.

TYENTERPRISE
TY Students Enterprise
School Final took place
on Thursday, 29th January. Congratulations to
‘Care 4 Hair’ and ‘Snug
Mugs’, who qualified for
the Fingal County Enterprise Awards and also
to ‘Sweet Ideas’ who
qualified for the National Final Social Media Award. Well done
to all students involved and to their teacher Ms. Elaine Flanagan.

ANPOSTCOMPETITION
Well done to Maame Agyeiwaa of
5th year who was runner-up in the
‘An Post Handwriting Competition’.
This interesting competition focuses
on the aesthetics of the lost art of
handwriting.

THEYEAROF2015SAYGOODBYE!

It does not matter what years you were there,
Teachers they took such good care
From first to sixth years, one and all,
We are proud to answer the Loreto call!
(By Odharnait Tumbleton 1R)
SPORTS DAY
The 6th Years went for a ‘zombie’ theme this year for their annual surprise on Sports Day, while everyone enjoyed the obstacle
bouncy castle….including a few of the more adventurous teachers! The 3rd years below try out their 3-legged race technique.

LoretoCollegeSwords
Enrolment for 2018

SummerNewsletter2015
Welcome to the 2015 Loreto College Swords Newsletter.

We’ve had a very busy and fruitful school year. It would be impossible to capture all the activities which our students participated in
over the full year. These pages give just a glimpse of some of those activities and events.
When parents decide on the second level school they are going to send their daughters to, they do so with certain expectations.
One of the most important of all is that their child will be taught to the highest standard in a school community characterised by care
and justice. Our wish is to release the positive potential within each student by offering a relevant curriculum both inside and outside
the classroom. To help students to develop educationally and socially, Loreto Swords provides ample opportunities for them to participate in a broad range of activities and events.
We are very proud of all our students and their achievements. During the course of this year we had an Irish subject inspection. The
inspector recognised and acknowledged the very high standard of planning and preparation by teachers as well as the excellent teaching and learning that is happening in the school. Students received awards for their tremendous efforts in the Leaving Certificate from
DCU, NUIM and TCD over the past year. The number of students taking part in ‘Afterschool Study’, ‘Saturday Study’ and ‘Easter
Study’ continued to grow this year.
The school’s self evaluation process is continuing with the ‘School Improvement Plan for Literacy’ being evaluated at the moment. A
‘Numeracy Improvement Plan’ will be in place for September 2015. These plans along with all school policies and other information
are available on the school website.
I’m delighted to announce that we are in negotiations with St Finian’s GAA club in
relation to the development of an all-weather Astro pitch in the grounds. The
school has received funding for the upgrade of the roof of the atrium of the school
building, while we still await a response from the Department Of Education concerning the refurbishment of other areas and the building of an extension to deal
with the ongoing lack of capacity.

As a final personal note, it is a pleasure to work with such talented and enthusiastic
students and staff, while your support and the support of the Board of Management and the Parents Association is really appreciated.
Please take time to read our newsletter and enter, for a few minutes, into the
wonderful community that is Loreto College Swords.

A final thank you is reserved for the Parents’ Association who do so much hard work supporting the school across a wide range of
activities. They are vital partners in enhancing the educational experience of the students attending Loreto College Swords. It is a
vibrant, forward-thinking group of committed volunteers. They meet once a month for an hour and new members are always welcome.

30th September 2015 at 2pm.

PRINCIPAL’SADDRESS

The spiritual life, the charity/social awareness aspects, the student leadership roles,
the school trips and tours, the extra-curricular events and so many other areas are
covered in this packed bulletin.

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Please be reminded that the closing
date for the receipt of applications
for 2018 is

Mr. Peter McNamara, Principal.

ANOTEFROMTHEDEPUTYPRINCIPAL

AGREATLADYRETIRES

Welcome to this summer’s newsletter which looks back at some of the year’s highlights. In this, my first year as Deputy Principal in
Loreto College, I have been privileged to witness an array of talent, creativity and student leadership.

Friday, 5 September 2014 was an afternoon of double celebration, when over a hundred
guests gathered to mark both the 90th birthday of Sr Agnes and her retirement from
Loreto College. The celebrations began with a prayer service presided over by Bishop
Ray Field. Guests of honour were members of Sr Agnes’ family from Louth and England.

The wonderful atmosphere and warm school spirit is made possible by staff dynamism and student enthusiasm. I thank all our teachers for their energy and generosity of time that create these enriching experiences for our students. Every aspect of interest is given
expression; spiritual, musical, sporting, artistic, academic, culinary and charitable. I thank our students for showcasing their talents
and for the many ways in which they represented the school and their parents.

Representatives of the Loreto community, former principals and members of the Board
of Management, together with present and former staff gathered to pay tribute to this
extraordinary woman who, in the words of Sr Marie Celine, first principal of Loreto
Swords, ‘made hospitality her special aim’. Former principal, Mrs Veronica McDermott,
described Sr Agnes as an entrepreneur, who ran the school shop with the precision of a
Fergal Quinn or a Supervalu.

I’m sure that everyone will have their own favourite moment; on a personal note, the highlight for me has been joining this school
and being welcomed in such a generous way.
To those students in their final year, I wish them well in the next chapter of their lives and wish you all a peaceful, enjoyable summer.

There were presentations from Board of Management, Staff and Parents’ Association and
no celebration for Sr Agnes would be complete without a cake which was baked by Ms
Cathy McGrath. The catering was provided by the Home Economics Department.

Mrs. Sharon Gunn

ART2014/15
This academic year was a very busy one, as usual, in our Art Department. In September, we brought the two 3rd year classes to the National Print Museum to see how the
printing process worked before the Digital Age. Students had the opportunity to do
their own print on an old printing press.
In October, we brought the 5th and 6th year classes to see the Megalithic tomb at Newgrange where they were ‘transported’ back to an ancient time and also got to experience what it would be like to witness the tomb being lit up by the sunrise during the
Winter Solstice.
In January, Ms. Lacey brought the 5th years to IMMA (Irish Museum of Modern Art) to
see ‘Trove’, an exhibition compiled by the artist Dorothy Cross. They also went to the National History Museum. Ms. O’Loughlin
also organised for the 6th years to go to the ‘Trove’ exhibition and the ‘Lines of Vision’ exhibition at the National Gallery of Ireland.
In March, we had our biennial Art Exhibition. This was a fantastic event showcasing work by all our art students, along with work by
some of our past pupils who are studying Art at college and also working as artists. It was terrific to see so many parents, relations
and friends supporting our students on that evening.
In April, the two 1st year classes visited the National Gallery of Ireland for a guided tour. One group also
went to the Natural History Museum, whilst the other group visited the National History Museum of
Ireland to do ‘Location Drawing’.
th

Congratulations to Jessica Lazar and Catriona Finlay of 5 year who were semi-finalists in the ‘Doodle
for Google’ competition, and to Alisha Boyle and Niamh Grimes in 2nd year who were runners-up in the
Fingal County Council ‘Anti-Graffiti’ competition.
Ms. Ann O’Loughlin & Ms. Niamh Lacey

EUROPEANLANGUAGESWEEK
Friday, 26th September, was ‘European Languages’ Day’ and Loreto College Swords, along with other schools across Europe, marked
the occasion with a host of activities to highlight the importance of learning languages and discovering different cultures.
In junior classes, students gave presentations on Spanish and French culture, took part in quizzes, or designed posters to promote
language awareness in prominent places around the building. The Transition Year class carried out a survey and found that over
twenty five languages are spoken by students in the school. Students with a second language were then given the opportunity to
teach their classmates some basic phrases. With the kind help of Ms. Laura McGlade and Mr. Bryan Glennon, a selection of students
from all year groups put together a YouTube video clip to celebrate the event. Even the office staff got involved, with school secretary Ms. Aishling Kelly starting the daily intercom announcements with a variety of greetings in different languages.
There is an old Czech saying that ‘You live a new life for every language you speak. If you know only one language, you only live
once.’ Judging by the success of ‘European Languages’ Day’, language-learning is alive and well in the school. Thank you to all language departments for their input.

Among the greetings from absent friends was a message from one of Sr Agnes’ heroes,
Daniel O’Donnell, who was beamed in on video link from Tenerife with a special message for his faithful fan!
Principal, Mr Peter Macnamara, welcomed the visitors and thanked all
those involved in making the afternoon such a memorable occasion. Paying tribute
to Sr Agnes, Mr Macnamara said: “I have heard it said that Sr Agnes has been replaced by two machines.” In his words “ten machines would be unable to replace Sr
Agnes.” He continued “I have never seen a machine care for so many people in so
many ways”.
Sr Agnes responded in her usual gracious manner, thanking all present and with a
special word for the students. The celebrations concluded with a violin recital performed by her niece, Audrey. We wish Sr. Agnes many years of retirement and
thank her again for her huge contribution to Loreto, Swords.
Betty Cronin, Chaplain

TOMI REICHENTAL VISIT
When Tomi Reichental came to our school to talk about his survival of the holocaust, I never thought it was going to be what it was.
From reading and learning about the holocaust, I had an idea of what it was like and thought I understood fully the atrocities the Jewish people suffered at the hands of the Germans. In reality, it is truly unbelievable to hear an actual survivor talk about his experience
and it changes my whole understanding of the holocaust and made all the stories I'd heard more real.
It was a very emotional and incredible talk. I still can't imagine the torture and cruelty Tomi and his family went through - it really
moved me from start to finish. I can honestly say that Tomi is an incredibly kind hearted, amazing person and an example to us all.
How he can be so forgiving and compassionate after his experience and have no hatred toward the people that did this to him and his
family is amazing. He is a hero in my eyes. The way he took his horrific experience, turned it into something he can talk about and
then spread that word, is truly inspirational. As he said himself - it wasn't only murder, it was humiliation, racism, and cruelty and
despite how hard it must be for him to recall those events over and over again,
he does so knowing he is educating us all and making sure the thousands of people who lost their lives are not forgotten.
I was surprised that despite the horror and cruelty of the events he related, the
overall lesson I learned from his talk was one of forgiveness. He really is a great
example of human compassion and I think we would all benefit if we were even
half as forgiving and brave as him. I've been truly moved by Tomi. I thank him for
giving me the once in a life time opportunity to hear this incredible story. I am
honoured to say I was able to sit and listen to a wonderful person. (Chloe
Lynam)

STUDENTGROUPS
MORNING PRAYER

STUDENT COUNCIL

Students have the opportunity of participating in prayer before
classes begin each day. The daily reflection is prepared by the
leadership committee who represent the different year groups
in the school.

The Student Council has been very active again this year. Our
year began with the annual Student Council seminar in Croke
Park. During this very worthwhile day we share ideas with other
Loreto schools. This year, Loreto College Swords representatives Niamh O’ Halloran, Vanessa Ukuta and Kate Foley gave a
very impressive presentation on the school’s work in this area.

Mass is celebrated on Tuesday mornings and we thank Fr Des
and Fr Eugene for their commitment to Loreto and we thank
too, our four Eucharistic Ministers who serve so faithfully at all
school Masses.
Catholic Schools/Mary Ward week was marked with a special
liturgy. We had our annual Mass of Remembrance for students
and the teacher whose names are commemorated in our Memorial Garden in November and invited the parents/families to
join us. While it was a very sad occasion for those parents who
attended they found support in each other.
During the refreshments provided after Mass they met teaching
staff and shared memories of their daughters’ time here. Before
leaving they all visited the Memorial Garden and expressed appreciation that their loved ones were remembered in Loreto

MATHSWEEK
Maths Week was one of the most enjoyable weeks for the students of Loreto College Swords. Hilarious maths posters were displayed around the school. Each lunchtime saw the Demonstration Room filled with eager arithmetic enthusiasts as they played the
countdown challenge in an attempt to win prizes that were up for grabs. In addition, there was a ‘puzzle a day’ challenge that put
students’ mathematical and problem solving minds to the test each day. Under the guidance of Mr Glynn, TY students did marvellous
work organising a table Quiz for all 1st Year students.
Also, there was great news this year when Louise Lynch received an award for being in the top thirty highest scores in all Dublin
schools in her Junior Certificate Mathematics Exam 2014. This is a great achievement - well done Louise.

The Council raised money for SVP at Christmas with a Christmas
outfit day and again during a very successful ‘P.O.P.T Week’ for
‘Jigsaw’, a valuable Mental Health organisation, offering support
and counselling to young people.
The Council are continuing to review a healthy eating policy in
our school and finally, a presentation was made to the Parents
Association for funding for new lockers. We are very grateful to
the Parents Association for their continued support and offer of
funding for the improvement of our school environment. So far
they have funded the Student Council’s requests for benches
outside and new headphones and speakers for the computer
rooms. We look forward to more new initiatives in the next new
term.

SCIENCEWEEK
On November 7th, as part of ‘Science Week 2014’, 2nd year students from Ms.
Pawley’s class and Ms. Kilcawley’s class put together a Science Fair for the 1st year
students in the hall. The hall was filled with experiments such as ‘ A Wave in a Bottle’, ’Water to Wine’, ‘Quick Sand’, ‘The Explosive Rainbow ‘, ‘A Silver Egg’ and ‘A
Lava Lamp’. It was a great day for the 1st year students to watch different types of
experiments being carried out that they would not normally get to do in their science class. The excitement around the hall was extraordinary.

SVP SCHOOL CONFERENCE
The SVP school conference had another busy and successful year raising awareness of the
valuable work of SVP and raising much needed funds for our local Conference. The annual
Christmas food hamper appeal was a great success with over a hundred bags being collected. Denis Barry, our area President was presented with the collection at our Carol service
and was very grateful for the generous donations from our students. We are also very
grateful to the parents of Grace Snow 5th yr for their continuing support of our food appeal through their generous donation of bags of potatoes. Members of our Conference
made a presentation to new school conferences on the work we do and this day in Lusk
Community College was a great success with a booklet being produced by SVP Head Office showcasing our work. We look forward to another busy & productive year next year.
ROTARY CLUB
Pictured at the Maldron Hotel are the Rotary Club of Dublin Fingal Youth Leadership
Development Competition finalists with teachers and parents. Mary O’Reilly of Loreto
College Swords was accompanied by Career Guidance Teacher Patricia Kennedy. The
finalists are pictured here with Club President Andrea Molloy and Youth Leadership
Chair Willie Maxwell. The overall winner of this year’s Youth Leadership Development
Award was Mary O’Reilly (pictured centre with President Andrea Molloy). Well Done
Mary!
THE GUIDANCE COUNSELLING DEPARTMENT 2014/2015
As the academic year, 2014/15 comes to a close, we look back at all that has been achieved over the year. It has been a busy year in
the Guidance and Counselling department. Activities ranged from presentations and information evenings for Parents/Guardians of
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 6th years, to study skills sessions, Higher Options, aptitude testing, entrance examinations for new first years, subject
choice fairs, and mock interviews. This year we also undertook a campus tour of DCU for all our 5th year students to give them a
flavour of college life.
A very positive day was spent with fifteen senior cycle students at the ‘Cycle Against Suicide Student Leader’s Congress’ in the RDS
in January. This group then formed the key committee which organised, in conjunction with the Careers Department and Student
Council, the events for our Power of Positive Thinking Week in the school. The girls did a fantastic job, and got across the message
that “It is OK not to feel OK, and it is absolutely OK to ask for help”. The work carried out by these students supported the day to
day activities of the Guidance Department, the Chaplaincy Department and the overall Pastoral Care philosophy of the school. We
look forward to the next academic year ahead and all that it will bring.

By Esther Ezumezu 2g

ROINNNAGAEILGE
Seachtain Na Gaeilge
Cuireadh Seachtain na Gaeilge ar siúl sa scoil idir an deichiú lá agus an séú lá déag de mhí Márta. Bhí neart imeachtaí idir láimhe
againn arís i mbliana, ina measc tóraíocht taisce, tráth na gceist, ceol traidisiúnta, céilí agus roinnt rudaí eile. Bhain na daltaí sult agus
taitneamh as na himeachtaí éagsúla agus bhí an Ghaeilge curtha chun cinn go rathúil i rith na seachtaine. Mar is gnáth bhí neart oibre
i gceist chun gach rud a chur i bhfeidhm agus cuma ‘gan stró’ orthu! Táimid fíor bhuíoch as an méid oibre a bhí déanta ag baill Roinn
na Gaeilge. Leis sin ráite, ní féidir é a dhéanamh gan chabhair ó mhuintir na scoile níos leithne. Míle buíochas as bhur gcuid tacaíochta arís i mbliana.
Béaltriail
Ba bhliain stairiúil í 2015 sa scoil mar ghlacamar páirt i mbéaltriail don Teastas Sóisearach don chéad uair riamh i mbliana. Bhí mórán
ullmhúcháin déanta sna ranganna difriúla ó rinneadh an cinneadh iad a dhéanamh ar an gcéad dul síos. Bhíomar lánsásta leis an gcaighdeán a chonacthas
le linn na scrúduithe agus cabhróidh an taithí sin go mór agus na daltaí ag
tabhairt faoin Ardteist sna laethanta atá romhainn amach.
Club an Chupán Tae
Tosaíodh Club an Chupán Tae sa scoil le déanaí. An sprioc atá ag an imeacht
seo ná deiseanna a thabhairt do dhaltaí a gcuid Gaeilge a chleachtadh go
nádúrtha taobh amuigh den seomra ranga. Tá sé mar aidhm againn gach
seans a thabhairt dóibh é sin a dhéanamh agus bíonn mórán daltaí ag freastal
ar an gclub go rialta. Moltar é sin toisc go bhfuil níos mó béime ar Ghaeilge
labhartha ná riamh. Chomh maith leis sin spreagann sé níos mó suime iontu
an teanga a labhairt sa ghnáthsaol agus tá tábhacht as cuimse ag baint leis sin.

SCHOOLTRIPS

SPORTS

SCIENCE

HOME ECONOMICS

SWIM TEAM

Ms. Pawley’s 3rd year science class had a
great trip to Dublin Zoo in September to
carry out experiments on ecology. While we
were there we did a field study on a grassland habitat. We collected and identified
animals and insects in the habitat. We had
lunch in the Meerkat Café and saw some of
the animals in the zoo including the new
baby elephants and lions. (Chrissie Bond)

All 1st year students studying the subject went on a most
enjoyable and educational day trip to the National Museum of
Ireland in Collins’ Barracks. They went to the ‘Eileen Grey
Exhibition’, the ‘Neilli Mulcahy Exhibition of Irish Haute Couture
of the 50’s and 60’s’ and ‘The Way We Wore Exhibition’ which
looked at two hundred and fifty years of Irish clothing and
jewellery. A very enjoyable and inspiring day was had by all.
Sarah Byrne

The first trip for the Loreto Swim Team this season was to the National Aquatic Centre in Dublin on 20th November for the ‘Loreto
Schools Gala’. This year’s team were: Ali Berry, Ellen O’Reilly, Rachel Whelan, Laurie Baxter and Caitríona Finlay. The event saw a
number of Loreto schools from around the country coming together and
great success was enjoyed by the Swords team, which came away with
three individual medals, and silver in the 4 x 50 freestyle relay.

LORETO BAKE-OFF FINALISTS HIT DONEGAL
Following the school’s
success in last year’s
competition, junior and
senior students took to
the kitchen once again to
compete in this year’s
‘Great Loreto Bake-Off’.
The school hosted three
rounds before selecting
one junior and one senior finalist to take part in the final round,
which took place in Loreto Community School, Millford, Co.
Donegal, in May.

SKI-ITALIA 2016
We are bringing sixty1st
year students on a ski-trip
to Folgaria, Italy in March
2016. It has been quite a
few years since the last skitrip so we are really looking
forward to this one. Six
members of staff will be
travelling. It might seem a
long way off but plenty of time to get our ski legs ready!
G.Thompson
BUSINESS

In round one each entrant baked a cake of their choice. Round
two was the ‘The Technical Challenge’: each student was asked
to make a dish of her choice using choux pastry. From the array
of éclairs, profiteroles, choux buns and swans that were presented, the judges selected just eight students to progress to round
three ‘The Show Stopper’. The final eight students baked a ‘show
stopper’ cake of their choice. It was a difficult decision to select
just two students to compete in Donegal.

The 6th year Business classes took a trip
to Butlers Chocolate Factory. Students
were given an extraordinary insight into
the workings of an indigenous Irish business. We took a tour overlooking the
factory floor and saw various production
techniques. The highlight of the tour was
getting to create a chocolate bear and
enjoy a lovely hot chocolate.

Lucy Daly (3rd year) and Aoife Higgins (6th Year) were chosen as
the finalists to represent the school at the ‘Bake-Off’ final in
Donegal and Lucy went on to become the Junior All Ireland
Champion – congratulations to both on their achievements.

Ms. Goucher’s Business class were fortunate to be given the opportunity to visit
Google Headquarters in Dublin City Centre. This was a great opportunity for the
students to see the application of the Business Leaving Certificate
course to the working world.

A huge thank you is extended to Ms. Sinéad O’Leary and the
Home Economics department for organising each of the rounds
and for accompanying the students to Donegal, and to the judges, Ms. Mary O’Malley, Ms. Cathy McGrath, Ms. Jan McNamee
and Ms. Ger Thompson who were so generous with their time
(and taste buds!) throughout the competition.
CAUSEY FARM
Transition Year visited Causey Farm in Co. Meath. The girls had
a great day and really enjoyed their experience of rural life. During their trip they danced
the Siege of Ennis, painted
murals, made brown bread,
milked cows, petted lambs
and went to the bog where
they got the opportunity to
go Bog Jumping!

In addition, Loreto College Swords won ‘Bond Trader Challenge
Champions’ on Thursday, 26 March in the Aviva Stadium. Well
Done to Laura Sludds, Sarah Gerrard, Kathryn Anderson, Aimee
O’Toole and Nicola Kelly who took part in the ‘Bank of Ireland
Trader Challenge’ which took place. Students, in teams of five,
took part in the Challenge, responding to real market scenarios
and making decisions on how to manage their own bond portfolio. Congratulations to all the girls involved and to Ms. O’Reilly.
Congratulations are also due to
Louise Lynch who was in the top
thirty highest achieving scores
in all Dublin in her Junior Certificate Business Studies Exam
2014. Louise was presented with
an award from DCU at a ceremony attended by her parents, Ms
O’Dowd and Mr MacNamara.

Ellen and Caitríona went on to represent the school at the ‘Leinster
Schools Gala’. This event was held in Tallaght Swim Club on Sunday 11th
January. Ellen swam in the 100 Breaststroke and 200 Individual Medley,
finishing 4th and 6th respectively. Caitriona swam 100 Freestyle and 200
Individual Medley, finishing 2nd and 1st.
Caitríona has been selected to represent Leinster at the ‘Interprovincial
Championships’ on 10th May this year. Congratulations to all who participated and made it a memorable year for the Loreto Swim Team.
Caitríona Finlay (Swim Captain)
GAA
This year was a very good year for sport in Loreto College, with the GAA team doing particularly well. There were fantastic performances throughout the year with the amazing help of Ms. Goucher and Ms. Byrne. There has been a great turn out to nearly all
training sessions in the past year with an outstanding 1st year addition to the Loreto girls GAA. The first years have been commendable in their attitude and commitment to the sport. There are definitely a lot of stars on the squad to work with and help the team
grow.
Rachael and I had an amazing time helping to coach the younger
teams and leading our own squad into successful games. We are
so happy with the progression of both the u16 team and the u14
team and the new players we gained this year will make a great
addition to the Loreto squad.
We would like to ask all girls who play on the team to continue
the high level of commitment to keep our high standard of football. All the girls have been great throughout the year in training
and matches.
Lauren Mc Cormack (Captain) and Rachael Roughan (Secretary)
SOCCER
This year, our first and second year soccer teams went to an exciting tournament hosted by the FAI. As a part of the day, the girls
got to enjoy many matches against other eager teams, and afterwards, sat down for a bite to eat. Every girl was awarded with a medal and a raffle ticket before they left, and from their raffle tickets, two of our girls won T-shirts!
At the end of this tiring day, the girls were treated to go and see the Ireland vs. America friendly match at the Aviva Stadium, which
everyone thoroughly enjoyed.
By Keava Connolly 2R.
BASKETBALL
It was another fantastic year for the Basketball teams in the school. It was a credit to our current senior basketball team who reached the semi-final of the Loreto League in March. Special
thanks to Ken Black for coaching the Cadette and Senior teams. Our Junior and Minor teams
also had another successful year having also progressed to the Loreto League Semi-final, but
unfortunately missed out to Loreto Beaufort. The future is indeed looking bright for the school
basketball teams with players such as Danielle Buggle, Olivia Sasse and Viktoria Ochala coming
up the line. Thanks to Ms. Aoife Whelan for coaching the teams throughout the year!

SPORTS
ATHLETICS
We’ve had a very successful ‘track and field’ season this year, with over forty students competing in the ‘Loreto All Ireland Championships’ and in the ‘North Leinster Schools’ Championships’. All the girls showed great determination and resilience in their events and we also brought home a few medals, which is always nice.
Tara Breen is now the Loreto All Ireland Junior High Jump Champion & also qualified to represent North Leinster on Wednesday the 13th of May in the Leinster
Championships. Classmate, Ellie Fitzpatrick was 2nd in the Loreto Junior Discus
Competition. Adedoyin Obikoya was 2nd in the Junior Walk in
the North Leinsters and will
represent her region at Leinnd
ster level. Rebecca Power of 3rd year took 2 place in both the Loreto & North
Leinster Javelin and will go on to Leinster. Regina Idowu won the Loreto Junior
Long Jump & was 3rd in the North Leinster 100m and Ciara Chapman will compete
at Leinster level in the Senior 400m. Our swift little minor team - Keeva Moran,
Aoife Galvin, Emma McCormack and Deborah Ezumezu are the North Leinster
Champions in the Minor 4x100m relay and we are hoping for big things from them
at the Leinsters. Many thanks to our coach, Mr. Joe Evans and his team from Fingalian’s Athletics Club, for all their hard work over the past year.

SCHOOLTRIPS
DERRY/BELFAST
Our trip began early on a Friday morning. Many of us didn’t actually register that we
were on the trip until we made a quick stop off at Costa to wake us up. Our trip was
jammed packed, fitting a week’s worth of activities into just two days.
We made our first landing at the Titanic Experience in Belfast, where we navigated our
way through the Titanic’s voyage, from when it was just sheets of metal and nails to
where it became one of the most luxurious ‘unsinkable’ cruise ships the world had ever
seen to finally - well - we all know the unfortunate fate of the Titanic.
The next stop on the list was Stormont, the Parliament building in Northern Ireland. As
well as seeing both the inside and outside of this magnificent building, we got to sit in the
Assembly Chamber and we got a taste of what it’s like to be a politician and let me assure you, it’s not an easy job! After Stormont, we made our way onto the bus for a tour
around Belfast. For a city that has unfortunately seen so much destruction and death,
I’ve never seen a city more alive. The city centre was buzzing - full of life and the economy was clearly booming. After seeing many of the sights Belfast city centre has to offer,
we went to Falls Road and Shankill where a lot of fighting during the ‘troubles’ took
place. After our bus tour we made our way to our hotel in Derry where we rolled into
our beds after a long day.
We began our second day with a walking
tour of Derry, to get a brief insight into
Derry’s history. Luckily for us, the weather decided to agree with us as the sun was
metaphorically ‘splitting the stones’ for the entire day. We walked the entire wall of
Derry and saw the famous gates. We then went to the Apprentice Boys Memorial Hall
where we learned about the history of the Apprentice Boys and why they commemorate and celebrate the Siege of Derry every year.

BADMINTON

After that we had a short break to get food and to have a quick look in the shops.
Even though it was a short break, we still managed to raid the shelves of Superdrug,
Topshop and River Island; in fact we bought every Selfie Stick that River Island had to
offer.

Badminton has had another great season this year.
Great interest was shown by 1st year pupils with excellent uptake again. Our U14 team participated in the
Dublin badminton league for the first time, achieving
personal and team success. A special well done to 2nd
years Eugenia Rogojina, Ashly Jacob, Gwyneth Ang, Abbie Hegarty and from 1st year, Victoria Ocharia, Danielle
Buggle and Ellen Grant. The club is run and coached by
two excellent captains, Kate O Hanrahan and Aoife
Higgins, who are both 6th year students so this is their
final season with us. Their fun, enthusiastic approach to
the club will be sorely missed. I thank them for their
hard work and the dedication they have shown to the club every week over the past six years and on behalf of myself and the badminton team I wish them both the very best of luck and happiness for the future. Ms Linn Martin

We then made our way into the famous Bogside where we got to see the Bogside
Murals. In my opinion this was one of the highlights of the trip. The meanings behind each of the murals is truly inspiring and our
tour guide spoke with such passion and emotion that it really made you think about the long and hard struggle that the people in the
North of Ireland endured. We then went to the Bloody Sunday Museum where we
spoke to a man who is the brother of the youngest person to be murdered on Bloody
Sunday. His brother, Michael Kelly, was just seventeen when he was shot dead. He
told us many stories about Bloody Sunday and how he is now trying to seek justice
for his little brother by getting his murderer convicted.

VOLLEYBALL

Although our trip was short, it was action packed and I thoroughly enjoyed every
second of it. I would recommend to anyone who is lucky enough to be offered the
opportunity to go on a school trip to seize it with both hands as the benefits and
memories are endless. Ciara O Neill (5th year)

Volleyball has really taken off in the school, with three teams competing in first
year, three in second year, an U16 team and a senior team. The first and second
year teams competed in several blitz competitions in both spikeball and volleyball with a number of teams successfully making it through to Cup Finals. The
girls put in great performances and great team work. The senior team had a
successful year winning a number of games in various competitions. Huge credit
is due to the cadettes, who reached the early stages of the All-Ireland Final.
Many of the girls will still be young enough to play on the team again next year
and should have a chance at progressing further. A huge welcome was given to
our new coach Gerry White who trained the Cadette and Senior teams this
year and thanks for the enormous effort Gerry has put in with the girls. Much
credit is due to the girls for their commitment to training and matches and
hopefully this will carry on next year.
By Sarah Byrne

After an extremely eventful two days we then made our way back onto the bus for
one last time and made our way back home after an extremely enlightening historical
experience.

MUNICH
I thought our trip to Munich was great. I was thrilled when I got picked to go. We stayed in a youth hostel which I found quite comfortable. After we arrived on the 29th of November, we went to
the BMW factory which I found extremely fascinating. We went
ice-skating afterwards and it was so much fun.
The next day, we went to Dachau Concentration Camp where
we learned about what happened to the prisoners in there,
which was quite upsetting. The next day we went up on a snowcapped mountain which was wonderful. We played in the snow
and sang Christmas songs.
We finally got to go to the magical Christmas markets and everything looked so beautiful. I'm so glad I got to go on this unforgettable trip. Thank you Miss Gorman.
Mia Duffy 3S

SHOWCHOIR
In mid-September, Mr. Glynn announced to the Show Choir that Loreto College Swords had been chosen as finalists in the
‘National Showchoir Championships 2014’. Out of many groups, Loreto College Swords were the only secondary school selected
to perform for a ‘one night only’ performance in the ‘O'Reilly Theatre’, Belvedere College, Dublin. The other finalists were made up
of stage school groups from around Ireland who had vast experience performing live on stage.
In order for us to give it our best shot, Mr Glynn opened the Showchoir to new members. For the Nationals our numbers doubled
to approximately sixty students. One of our own talented 5th year students, Aoife Flynn choreographed our eight minute
set. Initially she gave weekly dance classes to all students so that everyone was up to standard. As the girls’ confidence and dance
ability improved, the group became more comfortable dancing with each other. A tight unit of talented performers was emerging.
As it got closer to the big day we knew we had to ‘step it up’ and everyone involved achieved this by giving it their
all. Weekly rehearsals turned into daily rehearsals and we were finally ready for the competition. At 1:15pm on Saturday 1st November 2014 all students got the bus to the theatre for a sound check. We performed our piece numerous time before heading to
Burger King for a Whopper Meal! With our bellies full we were psyched up and ready to hit that stage.
The show began at 7pm with us performing third. Half of the students were dressed as ‘cheeky cheer leaders’ and the other half
were ‘know-it-all nerds’! Lights, camera, action - the music began and that feeling of nervous-excitement hit us all. We were pumped
up and ready to show them what Loreto girls were made of. It was amazing - with the crowd clapping and singing along to our finale
song, it felt like it was over before it even began!
When the five finalists had performed, it was time for the winner to be revealed. Each group stood anxiously side by side on stage.
We took a deep breath and waited as one by one the presenters disqualified a group. We were very disappointed that we did not
take home the €1,000 prize money but we were absolutely thrilled at taking home a big trophy for 3rd place.
I would recommend ‘Showchoir’ for anyone who has a love of music and performing and it also gives you the opportunity to make
friends with students from different years who you might not normally get to know. ~ Emma Campbell 2nd year.

TEAMEVOLUTION
After a tough, hard-fought competition at the ‘F1 In Schools Competition’, Team Evolution and their teacher Ms. Aoife Whelan, revved up for the National Finals in Dublin Castle on April 29th.
The international competition, which is run in Ireland, challenges secondary school students to design, build and race model Formula 1 cars, powered by compressed air canisters.
Team Evolution went head-to-head with teams throughout Ireland, testing the speed and
engineering quality of the F1 model car, which they have been working on since September. Using Computer-Aided Design (CAD) software to model the car design specification, the team then collaborated with Blanchardstown IT and technician Bernard Gaffney on its construction.
The girls progressed to the Regional Finals in early March which were held in Griffith College. The team were thrilled when they
won Best Website as well as Best Junior category at the Regional Finals. The Formula 1 D-Type car the girls designed and manufactured for the F1 in schools competition raced along a 30 meter track in 1.218 seconds. The girls have since enhanced their car even
further by purchasing new bearings, axles and wheels to improve the cars speed.
The girls are delighted with their strong performance in the National Finals. Unfortunately, they didn’t progress to the World Finals,
which will be held in Singapore this September. It would not have been possible to compete in the competition if it wasn’t for our
sponsors; BMB Fitness, USEE, ABM Accounts, Bobbins Uniforms LTD, Whelan’s Sand Blasting Sand and BAM. A special thanks to the
teams supporters and especially to their teacher Ms. Aoife Whelan who encouraged and motivated them all the way, thank you!

LORETOHASTALENT
The much anticipated ‘Loreto Has Talent’ show took place on Thursday, 11th of December and it certainly lived up to its name. The second annual show saw over three hundred audience members entertained by seventeen acts from first to sixth year. The diverse range of acts included Irish music, Irish dance, African dance, group and solo singing and solo performances. The judges on the night were Boyzone’s Mr. Keith Duffy,
RTE’s Mr. Brian Ormond, Ms. Sharon Gunn, Deputy Principal and Ms. Deirdre Scully,
Drama teacher. The evening was hosted by Mr. Bryan Glennon and Ms. Angela
Goucher, who welcomed the amazing talent to the stage.
The evening opened with an energetic and uplifting Irish dance performance by Bronagh
Bolger, Head of Dance on the Arts Committee and Katie Heffernan, followed by Megan
Grant from third year who gave a beautiful rendition of ‘Without You’ from the musical
‘Ghost’. Next, Esther Ezumezu performed an original lyrical contemporary dance, Isabelle Tiernan sang a stunning version of ‘Can’t Help Loving That Man of Mine’, from the
musical ‘Showboat’ and Sanda Rusu delighted the audience with a reflective piano piece
‘The River Flows In You’. Amy Herbert, Sarah McLoughlin and Niamh O’Halloran took
to the stage as the evening’s first girl-band, ‘Dynamic’, to perform ‘Anything Could Happen’. Sisters, Chinedu and Nicola Emezie performed a wonderful version of ‘Break Your Heart’. Ava Duff then sang a flawless rendition of ‘Dream a Little dream for Me’. ‘Take 2’
concluded the first half of the evening with a lively quartet comprising Kaya Connolly, Keava Connolly, Emma Campbell and Clare
O’Shea. The entertainment continued into the interval when Santa’s elves from first year sang a festive version of Maria Carey’s ‘All I
Want Is You’.
The show of talent continued into the second half of the competition with Tamara Coyle O’Neill’s powerful performance of Sam
Smiths’s ‘I’m Not The Only One’, Peace Onyinyech Martin continued the solo acts with her soulful version of Beyonce’s ‘Halo’.
Ciara Kelly provided her own accompaniment on guitar while performing ‘Fields of Gold’. Michelle Burke, from sixth year, wowed
the audience with her performance of ‘I Know Where I Have Been’ from the musical ‘Hairspray’. The audience was left enchanted as
a group of nine, Karla Burch, Rachel Dempsey, Miriam Ezumezu, Jenny Morgan, Chiara Banda, Rebecca O’Dwyer Gibson, Rebecca
Buckley, Jessica Nwachukwu and Deborah Ezumezu who sang and rapped a melodic version of ‘Somewhere Only We Know’. Girl
squad Itunu Santos, Eniola Abass, Rachel Nyarko, Ugunujhie Agbaje and Peace Onyinyech Martins then performed a mesmerising,
intricate African dance. The last, but by no means least, of the competitive acts was ‘Cumachact’ an Irish traditional group who had everyone’s toes tapping. The group comprised of Ella Ward, Caoimhe Ni
Mhorain, Chloe Jones, Elaine O’Neill, Ciara Kelly, Roisin Ni Mhorain,
Kathryn Anderson and Ellen O’Reilly.
While the judges withdrew to perform the unenviable task of picking a
winner the audience was entertained by the school Show-Choir under
the direction of Mr. Robert Glynn. There was also a moving performance by last year’s winner Ciara Smith. And then came the moment
that everyone was waiting for; Michelle Burke was announced as the
evening’s winner! Thrilled, Michelle thanked her friends, family and
teachers for their support and encouragement in auditioning and performing.
This incredible evening of talent could not have happened if not for the dedicated work of Ms. Deirdre Scully and Mr. Bryan Glennon,
who nurtured the students’ talent and gave everyone a window into the wealth in Loreto College Swords.

THEARTSCOMMITTEE
The 5th & 6th year Arts Committee ran four very successful lunch-hour concerts at Halloween, Christmas, St. Patrick’s Day and Easter
in this school year. We raised €150 from one of our concerts, which we donated to UNICEF for the Syrian crises.
The girls were also ‘delighted’ to help set up the hall for the band ‘Taken’ when they did a concert set for us at the end of February.
The committee also worked very hard on the front-of-house and backstage organisation of our big evening concert for parents – our
talent contest-’Loreto’s Got Talent’, in November. There are still a few remaining, professionally produced DVDs of the show available and these can be purchased from the school if you missed out on this very entertaining event.
A big THANK YOU to everyone for all the hard work!

