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General
Information
Loreto College, Swords is a
Voluntary Secondary School in the
Catholic tradition for girls.
The College is managed by a Board
of Management under the
Trusteeship of the Loreto Education
Trust. The Board is comprised of
representatives of the Loreto
Trustees, Parents and Teachers.
The Principal acts as secretary to
the Board.

Principal:
Mr Peter Macnamara

Deputy Principal
Ms. Sharon Gunn

Deputy Principal:
Mr Michael Behan

Mission
Statement
Loreto College recognises that each
student is unique and has different
gifts as well as different needs. Our
wish is to enable the release of this
positive potential within each
student by offering a relevant
curriculum in a school community
characterised by care and justice.
We do not regard our school as just
an education establishment but,
rather, a truly Christian community
where the total curriculum aims to
promote
the
growth
and
development of each student.

We recognise that each student’s development is closely linked to a
good self image and thus we emphasize the pursuit of excellence
appropriate to each student so that she may develop, to the full, the
particular abilities received from God.
We urge special concern for those who are emotionally, materially or
intellectually disadvantaged. Although we acknowledge that it is
important for all students to strive to do well in public examinations,
we do not wish preparation for such examinations to narrow the
thrust of education to the accumulation of knowledge.
We encourage pupil involvement in decision-making and in projects
directed towards student welfare, so that all share more fully in
promoting the school’s basic philosophy.
We would like to develop in our students’ attitudes and skills which
may help them to cope effectively with continuing change which is a
feature of our society. Within the curriculum, activities are designed to
aid in the development of interpersonal and communication skills.
It is our wish that our students leave us with life-skills and attitudes
which will enable them to lead lives satisfying to themselves and lives
which may contribute to society.

All Loreto schools share the same set of values:
freedom, justice, sincerity, truth and joy.
These values are at the heart of our educational philosophy and
shape our identity as a school.

History of Loreto
Loreto College, Swords is a Catholic Voluntary Secondary School for girls. It
belongs to the international family of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(IBVM) known to us as Loreto. The Institute was founded in 1609 by Mary Ward
(1585 - 1645), introducing a new type of religious life for women. With
remarkable foresight, Mary Ward realised the apostolic influence of women in
families, in public life and in the Church. She chose as her particular apostolate
the education of girls. Her words "I hope in God it will be seen, that women in
time to come will do much" give us a glimpse of her vision for the future.

North Great Georges’
Street Dublin

Mary Ward’s Institute was introduced to Ireland by a Dublin woman, Frances
Teresa Ball in 1821. She established the first house at Rathfarnham, calling it
Loreto, the name by which all subsequent foundations from Rathfarnham are
still known. Currently there are more than 150 schools and colleges worldwide
with 70,000 students, 5,000 staff members and hundreds of thousands of past
pupils in Australia, Canada, England, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mauritius, Morocco,
Peru, South Africa, Tanzania, United States, Vietnam and, most recently, in
Sudan.
Loreto College, Swords opened its doors to students for the first time in
September 1988 having transferred from North Great Georges’ Street. Loreto
College, North Great Georges’ Street began as a boarding and day school for
girls in 1837. The boarding section closed in the late 1950’s and the day school
continued until 1988 before moving to its new building in River Valley.

Hilltown Farm, as it was before the move to
Swords.

Currently, Loreto Swords has an enrolment of 630 students. We celebrated our
30th Anniversary as Loreto College, Swords in 2018. #proudtobeloreto

'Women in time to come
will do much' - Mary Ward

Current School building
andgrounds.

The Loreto Crest
The crest is the badge worn by all students in
Loreto schools throughout the world.
The design includes Latin inscriptions closely
linked with four symbols which are as follows:
THE CROSS: Emblem of our salvation
THE SACRED HEART: Source of the infinite
love of Jesus for each one of us
THE HEART OF MARY: Our human model and
inspiration
THE ANCHOR: Symbol of hope

The crest is surmounted by the Latin: MARIA
REGINA ANGELORUM indicating the
patronage of Mary, our Lady Queen of Angels
and is a reminder to those who wear it of the
protective presence of Mary.
At the bottom of the crest are the words which
bring us comfort on our journey through life.
They read: CRUCI DUM SPIRO FIDO,
Throughout my life, I shall find hope in the
cross.

Junior Cycle
The following is the curriculum at present. Students coming into first
year take core and optional subjects. Students take 3 optional
subjects. All subjects are offered at higher, ordinary and foundation
level where appropriate.
Core Subjects:
Irish

Physical Education

English

Computer Studies/Coding/Digital Media

Mathematics

Civic, Social and Political Education

History

Social, Personal and Health Education

Geography

Drama

Religion

Choir

School
Curriculum
Students at Loreto College, Swords
follow the curricular programme set
down by the Department of
Education and Skills. The courses
are divided into Junior and Senior
Cycle.

French or Spanish
Wellbeing

Academic Optional:
Visual Art

Home Economics

Business Studies

Technical Graphics

Music

Science

Here at Loreto, our general aim is to
provide a curriculum which is
balanced, integrated, stimulating
and relevant to the time and place in
which students live.

Senior Cycle
In senior cycle three option subjects must be taken in
addition to the core subjects. All subjects are offered at
higher, ordinary and foundation level where appropriate.
Academic Core

Non-Academic Core

Irish

Religious Studies

Mathematics

Careers

English

Computer Studies

French or Spanish

Physical Education

Drama
RSE
Academic Optional
History

Art

Business

Design & Communication Graphics

Geography

Accounting

Biology

Home Economics

Chemistry

Physics

Music
Computer Science

Transition Year
Transition year is provided as an optional course each year to a
limited number of students. We have received very positive
feedback from students, parents and others who have already
experienced the programme. It is seen as a worthwhile and realistic
programme while fulfilling the following basic aims:

- Providing a transition between junior and senior cycle.
- Introducing a new range of experiences which traditional exam
orientated courses cannot include.

- Laying the foundation for further study in Senior Cycle and third
level, for adult education and lifelong learning.

- To introduce students actively to the world of work and work
simulation and to help students decide on a suitable career.

Extra Curricular Activities
In order to assist parents in enabling their daughters to develop
particular gifts, talents, and interests, Loreto College offers a wide
range of extra-curricular activities.
There is something to appeal to everybody from Sport to Drama,
Debating, Justice and Peace, Club Gaeilge, Choir, Young
Scientist, Leabhar Power and many more.
Sport is central to our Extra Curricular Program and participation in a
diverse range of sports is encouraged here at Loreto from Gaelic
Football to Swimming, Equestrian, Hockey, Soccer, Camogie,
Volleyball, Basketball, Athletics, to name but a few.
Each pupil is encouraged and expected to involve themselves as fully
as possible in the life of the school. Students make new friends,
learn new skills and develop healthy leisure pursuits.
In addition to participating in the many Extra Curricular Activities,
Students can avail of Supervised Study which takes place Monday to
Thursday evenings for an appropriate fee.

Student Support Services
The care of each student in all aspects of her wellbeing is central to us
in Loreto College, Swords and as a result our Student Support Services
emphasize the Personal, Social, Emotional, Spiritual, Vocational and
Educational Development of all students.
Each First Year student is matched with a Sixth Year student in a Big
Sister Programme.
Each class has a teacher who acts as their Tutor and it is their
responsibility to help students with their day-to-day problems and
to develop the morale and general well-being of the class group.
A Year Head has over-all responsibility for the class groups in each
year and will be the first point of contact for parents.
Appointments can be made to meet the Year Head, if necessary, by
telephoning the school or by emailing office@loretoswords.ie
Two Guidance Counsellors are available to provide support to
students, particularly in relation to their personal, social,
vocational and educational development.
A School Chaplain is also available to help and support
students in their spiritual and emotional development. There
are regular liturgical celebrations in the course of the year,
with opportunities for Mass, and other prayer experiences
including Retreats for each year group.

The student support team is part of the student support system in a school.
That system encompasses a range of supports that cater for the learning,
Social, emotional and behavioral needs of students. The student
Support team is a student-focused mechanism put in place by a school in
order to :
Co-ordinate the support available for students in the school;
Facilitate links to the community and other non-school support services;
Enable students with support needs to continue to access a full education.

Do not bury
your talents
which God
lent you to be
spent in
Service.
- Mary Ward
If anyone gives
you trouble,
meet them with
friendly words,
for so you will
soften both
yourself and
them. –
Mary Ward

Uniform
All students are required to wear the correct school uniform. It
consists of a Green Jumper (Junior Cycle students) or Navy
Jumper (Senior Cycle students), White Blouse, Tartan Skirt,
Green or Navy Socks and Navy or Black Shoes.

Enrolment
Students are required to be in 6th Class in Primary School at
the time of the Selection Process.
Loreto College Swords will only accept female students who at
the time of the Selection Process, satisfy the criteria of one of
three categories, Category A, B or C. Please be aware that it
must be stated on the Application Form if you wish to be
considered in Category A.
The responsibility to apply within the time frame rests with
the applicant.
Application Forms from each Category A, B and C must be
submitted before the closing date. Any valid form received after
the relevant date will be deemed late and the student will be
placed at the end of the waiting list. The Board of Management
does not accept any responsibility for late applications
The Admissions Policy is available on the school website at
www.loretoswords.ie

'Women in time to come will do much' - Mary Ward

Contact Details
Principal:
Mr Peter Macnamara
Deputy Principal: Ms Sharon Gunn
Postal Address: Loreto College Swords, River Valley, Swords, Co. Dublin
Telephone:
01 - 8407025
Fax:
01 - 8407026
Email:
office@loretoswords.ie
Website:
www.loretoswords.ie

Visitors to the School
Visits to the school should be by appointment and all visitors should first report to the Secretary’s office.

